
Town of Brewster 
2198 Main Street 

Brewster, MA 02631-1898 
Phone: (508) 896-3701 
Fax: (508) 896-8089 

 
 
June 12, 2017 
 
 
Commissioner John Lebeaux 
Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 
251 Causeway Street 
Suite 500 
Boston, MA  02114-2151 
 
 
Dear Commissioner Lebeaux: 
 
I am writing regarding Eversource’s (NSTAR) application of five different herbicides to 
approximately 150 miles of electrical transmission lines throughout Cape Cod as part of its five 
year Vegetation Management Plan.  In the past, Eversource (Formerly NSTAR, Boston Edison 
and Commonwealth Electric) used non-chemical methods of vegetation control along its rights-
of-way and transmission lines, employing mechanical cutting equipment and some hand mowing 
across the state, including Cape Cod.  The Board of Selectmen, the Brewster citizenry and I request 
that all permits (previously approved and/or in process) for the application of spraying of these 
herbicides, be rescinded immediately. 
 
Eversource (as NSTAR) began spraying pesticides on Cape Cod between 2004 and 2007.  
Residents learned of these plans when NSTAR field a new vegetation Management Plan in 2008.  
After months of public outcry, NSTAR agreed to a moratorium on herbicide spraying through the 
end of 2010.  Spring of 2011 saw them begin spraying again.  There is no doubt that these 
herbicides threaten public health and the environment.  (One only has to review decades of data 
regarding the toxicity of a variety of chemicals and other products that were one thought to be 
harmless for public use and consumption.)  More importantly, Cape Cod has limited d drinking 
water sources which we cannot afford to become fouled and unusable due to this herbicide 
spraying. 
 
While use of herbicides may be a less expensive short term solution, Eversource demonstrates total 
disregard for the fragile nature of Cape Cod’s environment and drinking water supply.  Cape Cod 
is an EPA designated sole source aquifer.  Once the source is polluted, there is no viable alternative 
available and the consequences are dire. 
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Rather than being repetitive, I ask you to review Page 2 of the letter written by Thomas Guerino, 
Bourne Town Administrator.  This page references five (5) herbicides contained within the plan, 
all of which pose threats to Cape Cod communities. 
 
Non-toxic methods of weed and vegetation control exist and were used for many years.  Utilities 
around the country dealt effectively with maintaining their rights-of-way without the use of toxic 
materials.  We request that Eversource abandon its plan for use of herbicides on Cape Cod and 
commit to and be required to a pesticide free policy of vegetation management for Cape Cod and 
the Islands and as an aggrieved party, we are requesting that an Adjudicatory Hearing be held on 
this matter before any further actions are taken. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Michael E. Embury 
Town Administrator 
 
Cc: Board of Selectmen 
 
 
Rep. Tim Whelan 
Rep. Sarah Peake 
Sen. Julian Cyr 
 


